[Platelets and migraine].
Platelet function studies in migraine patients have evidenced a number of anomalies (hyperreactivity and serotonin metabolism disorders) that have been suggested as causative factors in migraine attacks. However, a review of the literature shows that these disorders are inconsistent and are probably consequences rather than causes of the headache, although they may contribute to the pathophysiology of the attack. From a broader perspective, the demonstration of platelet dysfunction in migraine raises questions as to the source of these disorders (secondary to plasma factors or due to platelet anomalies) and their significance (do they have any link with transient ischemic attacks or central serotonin neurotransmission dysfunction?).